
OBITUARY 
THE PHOTOCRAMMETRIC SOCIETY lost a much loved member and a loyal and devoted Honorary 
Secretary as a result of the sudden death of Oliver William Cheffins on 1 Ith January, 1982. It was a 
measure of the efficiency which marked all Bill's activities that members continued to  receive Society 
information, even a few days after his death, that the Secretary's accounts were right up to date and 
that the Council of the Photogrammetric Society decided to fill his vacant position with two men 
rather than one. 

Bill Cheffins was born on 24th April, 1926 and, after education at Southgate, Middlesex, he 
gained the University of London Schools Matriculation in 1941. There followed a period of 
employment at Ordnance Survey as  draughtsman and field assistant together with army service on 
photogrammetric mapping in Egypt. During his time in the Army, Cheffins attended the Survey 
Training Centre RE, Royal Canadian Engineers where he qualified with Army Class 1 (1944-5) in 
cartography, air survey and photogrammetry. In March 1948, Cheffins joined Aerographic Surveys 
Ltd. at Weybridge, Surrey. This company moved to White Wallham aerodrome in Berkshire in July 
I948 and became part of the Air Survey Co. Ltd., subsequently to  become Fairey Air Surveys Ltd., 
Fairey Surveys Ltd. and Clyde Surveys Ltd. Through these changes of title and occasionally of 
management, Bill Cheffins provided a stable and reliable focus for the photogrammetric side of the 
company's activities. Between 1960 and 1964, he was much concerned with the use of airborne 
profile recorder data, first in tests in South Wales and later in production work in Saudi Arabia. 
From 1964 until his death, he was chief photogrammetrist in the organisation where he held a 
special interest in aerial triangulation, mapping specifications and accuracies and non-topographic 
applications of photogrammetry. 

Factual information can only tell us so much about Bill Cheffins. Behind a modest and quiet 
exterior. there lay a man of great sincerity and principle, a man who worried if he did not answer 
your letter by return, a man who could be relied upon absolutely. It was not surprising to learn that 
Bill was a practising Christian, who cleared the heavy snowfall from his neighbour's paths on the 
day before his death. The crowded congregation at his funeral acknowledged Bill's Christian witness 
through life. Bill Cheffins was never one to be impressed by or to collect material wealth. The choice 
of his long serving Morris 1000 car was governed by its ability to fit between his boundary fence and 
his house; style and colour did not matter. His choice of clothes and household goods was dictated 
by practicability. He had a great love for and expertise in Scottish dancing and he was also 
interested in weaving cloth, astronomy, railways and gardening. Sport did not figure at all in his life. 
He had a fascination for numbers and an ability to remember dates. He once admitted rather 
shamefacedly that. during a church sermon. he would mentally add and multiply the hymn board 
numbers. He was a jogger long before jogging was fashionable and he kept fit by practising 
Canadian Air Force exercises each day. He would not miss a day, irrespective of the weather. His 
honesty was frightening! He would never use the company telephone for personal calls, nor would 
he claim fully the expenses incurred in his work. He once found that he had extra change from a 
London Transport ticket machine and next day returned the money with a note of explanation. 

Bill Cheffins became a member of the Photogrammetric Society in 1958. He was elected to 
Council in 1975 and, from 1978 until his death. he served as Honorary Secretary. In 1971, he was 
awarded (jointly with J. E. M. Rushton) the President's Prize for a paper on the survey of thc north 
face of Edinburgh Castle Rock, an article which later became a standard reference for terrestrial 
photogrammetric surveys of this kind. Typically, Bill's superb draughtsmanship and calligraphy 
had been responsible for the design of the certificate which is presented to all recipients of the 
President's Prize. Readers of The Photogrammetric Record will be aware of a number of articles 
which Cheffins wrote and which were published in this journal. He was also a contributing author to 
Deve/opt!ients in dose mnge phorogrammerr~~ (Applied Science Publishers, 1980) and. in 1980, he 
read an important invited paper to  the International Congress of Photogrammetry in Hamburg 
which dealt with the cost effectiveness of non-topographic photogrammetry. His active involvement 
with Commission V of the International Society for Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing was marked 
by the dedication to his memory of the published papers of the International Symposium on 
Precision and Speed in Close Range Photogrammetry which was held in York in September 1982. 

Bill Cheffins will be sorely missed by his colleagues at  Clyde Surveys Ltd., by fellow members of 
the Photogrammetric Society, by British photogrammetrists in general and by a wider international 
circle. Above all, he is missed by June and their family. They have much to remember. 
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