
OBITUARY 
Robert Thomas Leonard Rogers, known as Colonel Bob Rogers to his many friends around the 
world, died on 23rd Jul , 1988. Bob Rogers, who was born in Canada on 9th April, 1909, spent 
most of his career, b o d  as a soldier and as a civilian, in the eastern hemisphere; yet he never 
lost his Canadian connexion and, on retirement, he returned to Canada, where his two 
children were livinq. 

He received his higher education at the Royal Military College, Ontario and at the 
University of Cambridge. He was commissioned in the Royal Engmeers in 1930 and was 
posted to the Survey of India in 1938, where he remained as a sapper officer until 1952, 
spending the war years with Indian and British survey units in India, the Middle East and 
South-east Asia. Those who knew him at that time recall his lively personality, his 
gregariousness and his deep concern for the welfare of those who served under him. He is 
remembered as always accessible for advice and help and as a wonderful companion. 

In 1952, Bob Rogers began a new career, now as a civilian in charge of the Air Survey 
Company of India, in Calcutta. This company was a subsidiary of Fairey Aviation and, two 
years later, he returned to England to become Managing Director of the then Air Survey 
Company (later Fairey Surveys Ltd. and now Clyde Surveys Ltd.). In this capacity he travelled 
the world, to Rhodesia, to East and West Africa, to the Far East and the Middle East, wherever 
his company had interests. In all these places his personal honesty shone through in his 
business dealings and this, combined with his attractive personality, earned an ever-widening 
circle of respect and friendship. His advice was always welcomed, whether in Iran, where he 
was much involved in a support contract to set up the new National Cartographic Centre, in 
Saudi Arabia, which was at that time at the beginning of a major national, mapping 
programme, or in Cyprus, where he made an im ortant contnbution to the initiation of 
photogrammetric mapping, under. the leadership ofthe then Director of Lands and Surveys, 
Mr. Andreas Chnstofi. In recognition of his contnbutions to air survey in war and peace, 
Rogers was awarded the President’s Medal of the Photogrammetric Society in 197 1. He was 
elected an Honorary Member of the Society in 1979. 

Bob Rogers was much involved in professional affairs, whether in the UK, through his 
presidency of the Photogrammetric Society ( 1967-69), his membership of the Land Surveyors 
and International Committees and of the General Council of the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors, or internationally, where he was firstly Secretary General of the 
International Society for Photogrammetry ( 1956-60) and later Vice-president (1967-69) of 
the FIG (International Federation of Surveyors) and Chairman of the Congress Board which 
organised the successful XI1 FIG Congress in London in 1968. In all these important 
responsibilities, Bob Rogers inspired fruitful collaboration by his charm, his tolerance and his 
ability to diffuse difficult situations. If all of these seemed likely to fail, then a social occasion 
with Bob at the piano and a familiar cigar to hand would always succeed. He was a true 
personality in the land surveying profession, a fnend to many and. a gentleman of the world 
who will be greatly missed. All our sympathy goes out to his wife Olive and Bob’s two children 
Bill and Dinah. 
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